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                 The Official Newsletter of the Rock Valley Anglers®  

May 2020

Note from the Editor: In this month’s edition of The Marker Buoy we have a real treat for our members.  Jerry Fisher the longest active member of the Rock Valley Anglers, former walleye tournament competitor in the MWC and PWT circuits, former instructor of a course entitled “Successful Walleye Fishing” at RVC, and an all-around great guy to spend a day in the boat with has written a brief history of the club for our readers.
A Lesson in the History of The Rock Valley Anglers 

By Jerry Fisher

Since our boats sit idle and fishing club is closed down, I was asked to write something for the club newsletter.  I joined Rock Valley Anglers a couple of weeks after it started in 1976.  The club first started in what was the Branding Iron Restaurant and moved to the Faust Hotel.  Shortly after that it moved to a VFW club on 15th Avenue.  It was an interesting site and the smart move was to get there early so you could park in the small lighted parking lot because you took a personal risk to yourself and your car if you had to park in the unlighted parking across the street.  I was even approached by a “working girl” on the way into the meeting one night.  Yes, I went into the meeting.  
Looking back at that era about the only source of fishing information you could get was from a club like RVA.  In-Fisherman magazine came along later.  Our club was originally designed like Walleyes Unlimited since we had a couple of members who had attended their meetings and liked the concepts that they were using.  We invited guest speakers who were familiar with area lakes and the club would have an outing to that lake to use the techniques that we had learned.  Walleyes Unlimited has two chapters, one in Franklin, Wisconsin (south side of Milwaukee) and one in Gurnee, Illinois.  Since our club had a number of Beloit anglers coming down to our meetings, they decided to open another chapter of RVA in Beloit.  The clubs met two weeks apart and an active member could attend either chapter’s meetings.

Our club became well known in the area and we brought in the biggest names in freshwater fishing.  March used to be the month that we would bring in guest speakers like Al Linder, Gary Parsons, Keith Kavajecz, Spence Petros, Babe Winkleman, Dan Gapen and many other of the most knowledgeable fishermen in the Midwest.  Some of their presentations drew hundreds of attendees.  Since there was local interest in catfishing in our area rivers, the club started a catfishing tournament called Catfish Capers which included a day time division and a night time division.  It became so popular that famed fisherman Dan Gapen became a part of it.  The tournament became a popular event and drew many anglers from our area. It eventually ended because of a variety of politics and too many outsiders trying to get their hands in the pot.    

Like all clubs we have gone through a variety of growth and declines.  Money became a major issue since our revenue was declining, and it became increasingly difficult to find a site that did not want to charge us a rental fee for our meetings and the cost of getting guest speakers started to get pricey.  Thanks to Bob Prosser, who is a fisherman and owns the Hoffman House Restaurant, for allowing us to host our meetings free at his facility.  Personally, since I had been fishing the professional walleye tournaments and was teaching a walleye fishing course at Rock Valley College, I was asked to do many presentations since we had no money to pay outside speakers.  I finally stopped doing them to encourage the club to find a way to improve the financial situation plus I’m sure people got tired of hearing me again and again.  Thankfully we had to come up with some new and innovative ways to generate income, and we are currently in the best financial position that we have ever experienced.

I hope these reflections give you a glimpse into the 44-year history of RVA.  I have not only enjoyed becoming a more knowledgeable fisherman, but have also developed many new associations and friendships.  I would strongly recommend that you attend our club outings.  It is great way to get to know people, develop friendships, and you will learn how to become a better fisherman and enjoy our sport.  It is also important that you take the time to volunteer to help with club activities.  With only a handful of members carrying all of the load, they will become burned out and the club will decline.  Taking time to get involved also makes your membership more fulfilling.  Our club has become more recognized by some of the best fishermen in the Midwest.  I have personally talked with In-Fisherman staff, professional anglers and fisherman outside of the Rockford area who have commented about many of the good things our club has been doing.  I hope we can keep the ball rolling.  One of every club’s challenges is to draw new members, particularly the younger generations.  Whatever you can do to help younger people to get outside and enjoy our sport is essential to the future of our club and sport.  Yes, we are all getting older!  

Stay safe my friends.  It will take time but we will get through this.  I look forward to seeing you all again.    

Next Meeting: Our May meeting has been cancelled due to the COVID 19 outbreak and subsequent limitations on large gatherings. Look for updates on the upcoming meeting on our Facebook page. Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 10, 2020.
Reminder: Yearly club dues were due in March. Yearly dues are 60 dollars and include 10 members-only raffle tickets. 

Notes from our Webmaster: The Rock Valley Angler’s hope all is well with everyone concerning the pandemic now happening. 
“The Rock Valley Anglers” and “Rock Valley Anglers” Facebook pages have been “compromised” and are no longer being used as our Clubs face book pages.  We expect Facebook to terminate these pages.
Two new Facebook pages have been built and posted.   The first page “The Rock Valley Anglers Club of Illinois – Public” is as open and available for any Facebook member to follow.
The second page “The Rock Valley Anglers Club of Illinois - Closed Group” is the page we will normally post to for internal club business announcements, info on our trips outing, and of course the “big” fish we are catching.  As the title states this is a closed group.   Meaning it is for club members only or good friends of our club.  
You must be invited to join or make a request to join.  Good friends of the club could be speakers, guides and business that give discounts to club members.
You should be receiving an invitation to join the closed group as a due paying member.  Please remember to unfollow both of the old “Rock Valley Anglers” pages.
With the current pandemic and lack of meetings several members have not paid their 2020 dues.  Included with this email is a form that you can use to pay by mail.
 
Stay Safe
Gary Vosberg
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Stu Sondgeroth

266 Rolling Hills Lane

Freeport, Illinois 61302

To activate your membership either send payment to the address above or pay at a meeting.  Make Payment to the “Rock Valley Anglers” 

Annual dues   $60.00 year 
Please print  * Essential ! 
Name * 

____________________________________________________ 
Phone * ______ – ______ – __________ 

Street Address  ___________________________________ 

City _______________________________ 

State ____________________     Zip   ________________ 

Email * 

__________________________@_______________________ 
Club Activities / Events (Tentative Schedule)

· June - August fund raising Rockford Speedway 
· June - High School Bass tournament 
· June - Club Bass tournament South West Wisconsin 
· July - Guided trip to Green Bay for Walleyes!!! 
· September - Girl Scouts at Rock Cut Park / Pierce Lake 
· October - Auction Night Fund Raiser (may be every other year) 
· Club Fishing Contest all year long 
· December – Club Banquet 
Recent catches: A 17.25 inch and 18 smallmouth from the Kishwaukee River caught by Kerry Schaible in April.
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April Fish of the Month Winner: John Rasmussen: With a 26-inch walleye from the Fox River at Depere Wisconsin on 04/05/2020
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Fishing Contest:

General: Only fish caught from waters accessible by the general public are eligible. 

Contest #1: Fish of the Month    

For the 1st time, panfish will be considered in this contest. All entries caught during a calendar month will be evaluated by the Board of Directors to determine a winner. Entries must be received by the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month following the catch to be considered. A $10 gift card will be awarded to members catching the winning fish. Each member can win only once per year. Species considered—Smallmouth Bass, Largemouth Bass, Northern Pike, Muskie, Walleye, Sauger, Blue gill, Crappie, Perch, White Bass, and Catfish.    
Contest #2: Fisherman of the Year    

For the 1st time, panfish will be part of this contest. Fish will be judged on length accurate to 1/4 inch. The lengths of each member’s best individual fish of 5 different species will be added to determine a total length. A $100 gift card will be awarded to the longest total length. A $50 gift card will be awarded to the second longest total length. A $25 gift card will be awarded to the third longest total length. In the event of ties, the winnings will be split evenly. Contest Species—Small Bass, Largemouth Bass, Walleye, Bluegill, Crappie.    
Contest #3: Best of Breed    

Fish will be judged on length accurate to 1/4 inch. A $20 gift card will be awarded to members catching the longest fish of each species. In the event of ties, a $40 gift card will be awarded to members catching the longest fish of each species. Each member can win only once per species. Contest Species— Smallmouth Bass, Largemouth Bass, Northern Pike, Muskie, Walleye, Sauger, Bluegill, Crappie, Perch, White Bass, and Catfish.

Submitting fish for the contests is very easy. Just use the copy/paste email template. Paste the template into an email, complete the questions, attach picture(s) of the catch, and send to:    
rockvalleyanglers@gmail.com    
Copy/Paste Email Template for Electronic Fish Entries:    
1) Name:    
2) Date Caught:    
3) Species:    
4) Length (inches to 1/4 inch):    
5) Lake/River:    
6) State:    
7) Picture: [Yes or No] 8) Date Entered:    
9) Witness:    
*Remember to attach picture(s) to email prior to sending.    
*Send to rockvalleyanglers@gmail.com    
RVA Board Members:

President: Joe Caruana phone: 815-985-9388 and email: jac3311@gmail.com

Vice President: Augie Borchardt phone: 815-742-7509 and email: baborchardt@yahoo.com

Secretary: Stu Sondgeroth: phone: 815-233-0964 and email: billies@comcast.net
Treasurer: Bruce Youngberg: phone: 815-871-8142 and email: bay37@comcast.net
Raffle/Mount of Tackle: Ron Lund: phone: 815-222-0758 and thelunds2@comcast.nety
Outing Coordinator: Chris Olson: phone: 608-290-7748 and email: c.olson@msprecast.com

Maker Buoy Editor: Jason Thompson: phone: 815-298-8717 and email: jthom98@msn.com
Web Master/Tech: Gary Vosberg phone: 815-262-2239 and email: gvosberg66@gmail.com
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Subway - Rockford Area Subway Locations

www.subway.com 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.subway.com/" \h  
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Finnegans’ RV - South Beloit RV Center
South Beloit, IL 
1-800-383-CAMP (2267) www.finnrv.
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www.Leadersandlures.com




	[image: image7.png]owﬁégc the edge or, Lo

=2,
29 2,
\7’ =5

.s—ctt

www.bassettbaits.com




www.bassettbaits.com

	[image: image8.png]When You Get
Serious.
Geta
Crestliner.

Even Keel Marine - Rockford, IL 815-963-1105 www.evenkeelmarine.com
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www.evenkeelmarine.com
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http://www.albrechttaxidermy.com
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	                          https://www.hoffmanhouserockford.com/


	
	

	
	


